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X In this volume Mr, Bancroft examines the least
~ familier period of Culifornia history: the period
of the Mexican occupntion and the Missions, The
~ sifting of such documentary and other trustworthy
 evidence s the historian of the Pacific Consy
~ hos secumulated in his great library tends to the
 modifieation of seversl views which havé held
~ their ground with a persistence not proportioned
1o their soundness.  In the light of the ascertained
it is questionahle whether the missions really
any benefits upon the natives of Cali-
As regards the claim of religious con-
very little can be proved aflirmatively.
weight of testimony is to the effect that the
ply necepted the dogmas of the fathers
Intter were backed by physical force
Es unlicsitatingly employed it for purposes of
. soerclon. The position of the mission neophytes,
i m fsct, was that of slaves. All their time was
: sommanded by the missionaries, all their freedom
. was controlled. At might they wetre driven into

i

least insubordination, kept on meagre rations,
taught no more than the mechanism of worship,
3 prohibited from following their indigenous faith,
 these wretched people had little cause for thank-
fulnoss or gratitude. The missionaries found them
healthy,living simple, and on the whole, peaceful
lives. They left them scourged by epidemic dis-
eases which were previously unknown in that
region ; made hypocrites by culture in the shifts
of an enslaved people; sapped of vitality by in-
sanitary conditions; disabled from self-support
by Labituation to dependence.
The exsmple set by the fathers was hy no
means always wholesome morally, while that of
the secular members of the presidios was almost
) wholly evil. The padres were rapacious, too.
They even thonght it possible to secure a monopoly
of California for their missions. They discouraged
colonization steadily. They would have dispensed
, with the military arm had it been safe to do so,
iy They missed no opportunity of extending their
Innded possessions.  Though they could not,
 under the existing laws, own great estates, they
none the less sought to exelude seculsr owners
from them. One result wus that when the
scoularization of the missions came to pass, the
: Choreh was  without  defenders  or  friends,
and was compelled to surrender everything.
Beeularization, however, only hastened the
* collapse pf the missions. They bhad been decaying
for years before the final blow erushed them, and
the Indinns hnd been slipping back—1f, indecd,
the process was one of retrogression—into their
original henthenism and savage ways of life. It
is curious to observe how little real material
progress was made during the mission perod
There seemed to he no little productive activity.
Fields were eultivated, orops raised, vineyards
made, orchards reared into bearing, rude textiles
* manufactured ; but the workers econsumed nearly
all their awn produets, and there was no necumuln-
tion. The fathers had wine and brundy in their
cellars; the immense herds which had grown out
' of the imported cattle afforded shundant and virt-
unily costless subsistence to those who owned
them: but there wiis no commerce nor traflic save
with infrequent traders by ses, and all goods so
bought were paid for in hides and tallow. In
conneotion with this Mr. Bancroft shows thnt the
term * greaser” employed later by the Americans
in contempt of the Mexicans was originally ap-
plied by the latter to all the forcigners who sold
them goods for “ grease™ This is un interesting
derivation, and we only regret that iv is not estab-
lished with greater precision and conclusiveness,
The first secular non-indigenous settlers in Cali-
fornia lived the pastoral life so fully deseribed in
this work. Spanish or Mexiear, the blood that
flowed in their veius was largely nomndie.  They
woere born with the instinets of the desert Arab
rather than those of the dwellers in eities, and
never was there s country more ideally adapted to
the lifo in which they delighted, Culifornia was
» veritable Lotos-land. Under a mild and gonial
slimate all nateee produced prodizally, Tiekle

the, carth with a hoe, and she lsughed with o |
narvest, Thiére was no need for continuous or

evere toil. A couple of weeks for sced-tima and
swa more later for harvest wmarked the
limits of the steady work done by the majority.
Over the broad plains, rich with luseious grasses,
the eattle were spread, and their inereass waos
rapid and costless. Iorses alse were abundant,
nnd, as in Spain, everybody rode. If a man had a
journey to go he rode his own horse unti! it was
tired, then lussoed the first animal he met, sad-
dled and bridled it, and went on until a fresh re-
lay was needed. Every house was a louse of
entertainment in those days. Money was not ob-
tainable, nor was it needed. The gente de razon

lived much in the open air, ate heartily of meat, |

had Inrge families (Mr. Baneroft gives some strik-
ing instances), and their children grew up rabust,
besutiful, active, but never industrions. The ut-
mosphere itsell was soporifie, indneing to lan-
guor and the siesta; hut these people also inher-
fted the disinclination for work. They had found
o suitable habitat in California, and there, hut for
American push and restlessness, they would still
bo living on their ranches and haciendas, riding
gallantly, making love with tropie ardor, doneing
all night to the sound of the guitar, and making

the Indians support them.
They were not much in subjection to the friars.

In such & elimate as that of Southern California
the nstural religion would seem to be pantheism,
The gods of Greeee are hetter ndapted to the en-
vironment than the saints of the middle ages. The
Californinns—as the Mexican sevtleps ealled them-
selves, with quite sufficient warrant—were theo-
retieally faithiful sons and daughters of the Roman
Chureh, but in practice they grew Iax and indul-
gent, and presently many of them beeame so indif-
ferent that the threat of excommunication with
bell, book nml candle had uo terrers for them.
i1l they were o simple and upright people, full of
hospitality, reverent of their pledged word, refined
in their notions of honor. Nothing spenks more
Joudly to their credit than the system of trading
which then obtained. Foreign traders came irreg-
ularly and at long intervals with shiploads of mis-
cellaneous goods, which they sold to the rancheros
on credit, and without receiving any evidence of
. imdebtedness, Often n year would clapse before
% the roturn of n trader to a particular place on the
coust, but alwoys the pay (usually in hides and
tallow; was ready, and there appesrs to be no
recard of any attempt to avold payment of such an
obligation. No doubt their mode of liviog was,
coonomically considered, most wasteful. Cattle
N were killed often for the hides alone, and the car-
~ ensses were abandoned. When the herds and the
horses incrensed so 0s .to threaten the past-
umge, thousonds were slaughtered merely
to make room. In one yeur forty thousunud
~ horses weore thus got rid of.  One method was to
. drive them to the coast and foree them over the
edges of the eliffs int the sea, At & luter period
© the destruction of cattle beeame so reckless that
the Government was compelled to attempt regula-
tion of it, though to little purpose.

The Cllll’nmilll were flue horsemen as a rule
The men, in fact, almost Lived in the saddle, riding
; g0 constantly that when os foob their walk was

- rolling and awkwazd. They were so expert with
 the lasso that they did not hesitate 1o attack the
grizzly bear with no other weapon. Two of them
would lasso the brute, and then pulling in opposite
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the rest of thh world they neither knew nor cared
to kuow what was passing elsewhere. When not
ocoupied in overlooking their stook on the ranges
they lounged and idled at home, dreaming, smok-
ing cigarettes, and making love. Their festivals
were maty and were zealously eelebrated, ant their
marriages vspecinlly were occasions of elntorate
merry-making., There was little resort to law, for
there were then no lawyers among them. The
Alealdes were ignorant, and when called on to act
judicially uttered astonishing decisions, severul
smusing instances being given by Mr. Bancroft.
Fantastie as these judgments were, however, they
could mot have excelled in absurdity o large pro-
portion of those whick, after the Ameriean occupa-
tion, and during the prevalence of the gold-fever,
'were rendered by many of the justices of the peace
who served in the mining eamps. Doubtless Mr.
Baneroft has o fund of such reminiscences ready
for use in future volumes of his Californin annals,
That the old Alealdes sometimes delivered judg-
ments instinet with homely wisdom is elearly
shown by the following ancedote :

A wife oace summoned her husband before an
Alealde for having serenaded another woman.

* Bring forth lﬁs oulprit,” sajd the judge, * and
let him play to us as he played before the woman he

wished to captivate.”
When this was done the judge asked ¢
% Is tint the tune you played ?°

“ 8i, Senor.” !
best you can play it 2*

“ 1= that the
* 8i, Senor.”
dollars for disturbing the

“ Then I fine you two
publio pence.”

£ slomon could have come no nearer to the stand-
ard of natural justice.

When the golden age of California pastaral life
began to fade, and the conquering Anglo-Saxons
artived with their stern practieality und their ab-
sorbing quest of riches, some of the time-honored
old California eustoms got those who continued to
practise them into serious trouble. Formerly it
had been the habit for any one who wanted meab
to kill a beef wherever he found it, and no ques-
tions were nsked, and no fault fmputed. But
when Mexieans took Ameriean stock in this free-
and-easy way, the owners called it cattle-stealing,
and there is renson to believe that many an innoe-
cent-minded native Californian was hanged with a
short shrift for doing what his people had been ao-
customed to do for generations, All such ecass
however, were terribly avenged by the native Culi-
fornia bandits, such ss Joaquin Muricts, Vas
quez, Chavez and their eontemporaries, and Mr.
Bancroft hags o ghastly chapter on the crimes of
these desperadoes.  Jonquin was undoubtedly in
somo sort a hero of romance. Me was driven to &
luwless carcer by erucl wrongs inflicted on him ani
lis by Americans, 11is wile was outraged nnd his
brother lynched by drunken miners before he en-
tered upon his sanguinary career, and revenge
oven more than greed stimulated him. Vasquez,
on the other hand, waus a mere fierce beast of prey,
who took a positive delight in ecruelty; snd the
rank and file of all the hands of California robbers
were ordinary eut-throats. Mutletn gave the su-
thorities very hard work. For three years he set
them all at defianes, and by the rapidity of his
movements and the welght and suddennsss of his
blows earried consternation over large arens. His
time eams, a8 it always comes to such men, and
when the feeling of the people wns thoroughly
aroused the other banditt were hunted down and
disposed of quickly.

My, Banieroft lhas an interestirg chapter on the
beginnings of San Francisco.
city now will, perhaps, be able to renlize that
where the junction of Clay and Dupont sts, is
to-day, n panther onee sprang over the fenee of
4 pioneer’s yard and made off with an Indian
boy: or that a boat's crew belonging to a ship
in the bay, landing for water where Folsom
whatf now stands, were driven away by the
appearance of n huge grizzly on the bank. Mr
Bancroft holds that the building of tly

its present site was a mistake, aud that eriginal |
| work, refuseid to be appesscl

plan of Genersl Vallejo, to establish it at Benicia, |

wiis the wisest proposition.  But it is mauifestly
futile to diseuss such o guestion now. San Fran-
eisco must remain where the pioncers planted
it, and it mus: put up with the fogs and winds
of the sandy peninsula. A valuable bibliograph-
feal chapter eloses the volume on Californin Pus-

toral, which cumprises, besides the toples men-

tioned, a mass of original and interesting in-
formation ou manuers and customs, dress, religion,
Inw, commerce, sonitary matters, and whatever
clse may serve to complete and vivify this pains-
tiking pieture of the little-known Calitornia

8 period immediately preceding the Ameriein o
| cupution.,

SHE CARRIED IWO P'ISTOLS.
From The Pitisburg Tispateh.

Sines 1o epldom'e of burglarits and  highway
robberdes broke out with such wviolenee In the East
End, & gre many Jadits, | am toll, who resids
{n that otherwlss favored locality, have caken to pistois
and pistol practice. “They not oaly have a large bulbi
rivolver siured handily in a burcan deawes in tl
sleeping aparimenis, bul soms ol thew, at least,
aleo cary a gun in & convenient poe : khelr wilal.
The pistol used as & part of & sirce dress has to be
vary small, of course, bur theer 15 every reason to
suppose that 4t fs Hkely 1o bo dangerous to the wearer
i not the foatpad, for whos® benefit It ls worn.

Last night | was talking abour this fasiion of
fire arms for women's wear to & lady who ts rather
dispused to owilelss hor own $ex.  Ehe laughed at
the tdea of the East End ladles taking to self-defence
with guns Which are lable to go off and malie a
hortd noise,

: %" gold she, ¥ 1 am preity well assured fhat
i thess plstol-armsd ladies would fire &
pistal 1 ¢ any clreumstances. | remember shortly
afier the closa of the war meeting a youg lady at a
tiotel in Nestville, Tenn.  The yonng lady was
gald to be strong-mind=d, and sh® assumed a rather
haughty styls and a loud volce when sho talled to
me. More than that, sho opened the jarket ahe
wore and showed we her beltl, in which were stuck
two small plstols.

w1 would lke to see anshody Inenlt m* I'she gald,
as sho left me to go upstairs to changn her traveling
dress before dinnee”

%1 went in to dinner, and had no sooner seated
myself than we heard the most appalling sereech,
antd a serles of ear-pleccing screams coming from the
up-stalre reglon.  ‘The proprietor of the hotelseveral
gentlomen and all the walters ran up stalrs to sce
who had bon muricred.

“rhey all eame down again In a few minutes,
to the last man langhing it to kill themselves.

e begeed to be enlightened. What was the
tragedy 8o mirthful in fis finale?

“ihe young lady with the plstols had seen, or
rather had n vagu® misgiving that she might see,
a mouse, Bhe was sure It had ron under the bed
The men found the young amazon standing on the
bed with a plstol in ‘each hand walting for tho first
Kign of & wouse.”

e s s
FEMININE BEAUTY AND DIET.

From The Iillwleiphia Times.

A great beauty has been ertdited with saying that
to eat very often was th secret of galning flesh |
that to have -with one or mear on & bit 6f chocolate,
a Yitle frult or sometling that can be ealen quickly
and which will not overluad the siomach is destiabile,
She adds that a woman, ke & chicken, can be fat-
tmed.  The best rale (s o eat as much fresh bread,
especially the crpmb, as possible.  Then, If your
digostionwill pernlt {t, drink chorolats in prefennes
to either tne or coffer. A cop of this may be taken
i1 bed bofore 8 o'clock, and then the aspirant for fanty
houors cat turn over and have another nap, which
very often nteans another quarter potind of flesh,
At the late Lreak{nst she must have eggs.  They may
o Lolled, In un omojette or any preferred way.,  Some
cutlet, & bit of beel, a Hitle chop, of any meat that
Is Jiked, but with 1t she shonld fnun sume potatoes,
pics or auy vegetable which she 18 sure coutalns
starch,

Afier breakfast a litle gentle exerclse Is wise,
but it must bo remembercd that worry and flesh are
pot ecotpatible, and to fret for half an howr over
thd) matehing of a bit of dregs stuff will take away
all the fesh gatned by one’s breakfast, At luncheon
eal & bt of gam®, a fresh sald with a8 much oil on
us possible.  Drink a gluwss of Burgunds, or i yoo
do pot care for wines take anolher cup of ehocolase
¥at anything sweet that (s offered you and as far
as possible eat  may dresging on  anything
to which it is u‘lqcul. and If you ean learn to ke
ft un bread and butter your chapees for gatning
glesh will Increase ten per oent.

For dinner have soup, flsh and meat. Fat all
Chovse macaronl and eultivaln
oream. Usoully this is
women.  Champagne
but not s0 much $o as Burgnndy.  Avold
nideed anything that fe wcld,  Then o
pot tiro yourself. 'y and to hod before 12 w'elork
nl whenever it ip possible take & nap during the
Frettlug doss more to keap womn thin than
anvthing in the world. o don't allow Yoursell ty
grow oxelled, and §f anybody wants vou to aegus
wih them add

to thelr auger bl;' refusing to do o
1f you l.:.n' drink creani 1t will bo v&y good for
ou.

t {8 too heavy try taking a Mitle solteoy

it. It makes it very appolizing and prevents it
heing tov rieh. ot o & Russian
belng to B mmediat

T e yourasl (6 7o, fto the Uath Whe 74
ot mmuudunutcptomm
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REWARDS OF HEROISM,
The Minncapolis Tribune.
Is what Miss Minnie Freeman, the Nebraska
heruluey weceived for her exhibition of Eﬁ
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Then It came out. |

RACHEL, OF VIRGINIA.

WITH SOME REMAGKS ON WITCHES.

Our well had been cleaned out by a colored man who
wepme ter look at It™ a day or two previens. We
Ingquited when he would do 1t, and he replied “ pooty
soon pow,” with a pause between pach word sufMelently
long to allow of tho ex pectoration of tobacco Julee.

4 oan't you do it to-morrow 1" we anxlously In.

uired.
s #1 mout, ef T doant plant ‘taters,” he replied.

“1¢ ts too wet for any ons to plant potatoes,” wo
affirmed In a tone latended to carry conviction.

Thoe man looked up at the gray clouds ; he ex-
pectorated ; he looked down at the wet ground; ex-
pectorated | pressed his foot Into the molst soll; ex.
pectorated, and then sald:

% Kt mout be.” :
Tle came fhe text day, made two or three trips

home for his ® bowts,” & ©roap” and finally cleaned
out the well

“ The pump sueks,” Rachel Informed him.

% Jg= done abowt all ter day I reckoned on a dewin,®
bo informed her. “Ef et keeps on a-suckin® I mout
be 'roun’ ter-morrer or some time ter tako ot up ag'ln
ef 1 hes tor” \

He has not yet returned, though the pump “ keeps
on a-suckin',? so Rachel is furced to make froquent
pllgrimagoes to the nearest nelghbor's well.  Last
pvening, returning from one wetcould hear her before
ilio yeached the houwse, * atawhkin® we supposed,
& tor dat pall® or “ dat pump.” Bat she was not.

« Nir, Stesh,” she ejaculated on entering the room,
her dull, heavy eyes fairly Iridescent With the gleam.
ng anger, “dat Loy, db'eltt, dat boy, ha dun cawlod
me sumthin' asides my name! An ef he comes over
hyar ter-morrer Iso gwine ter KLl him. 1'1l beat him,
1l Kt him, I'H beat him, Ise jes' agwino ter split
his head open. 1" Kill him of T nebber gits anudder
placo ter wurk as long as 1 lbes. Ho'd batter not
show hisself ober hyar ter-moreer, dat Iv'rittt Do
pestast place fur him is in his own mudder's door-
Ef I gits my hands onter him once he'll eotch

yarl

{154
Everelt was a nelghbor's son who had been working

about, the yard and garden for the grounds around our
habitation bad Leen sudly negleeted.

When the tide of Rachel’s 1ndignation had been
sufliciently ehecked or had overflown enough by reason
of her giving free vout to It, to Usten to loquiries, she
replied in response to thom :

“Yas, he did! I cawled me sumfin’ asides my
name, he did! Dat Ib'ritt” put printer’s Ink ean
never express the seorn thise sable lips emphasined |
“n0 cawled ont, ‘Rachel, Pumles.stone ' Pumice-
stone 1s an artlels Rachel uses to clean hor pols and
kottles with, and honce sho 1s sensitive on that saore,
ke the retired tailor who drowned his wile becauso
she would porsist In saylug “ gelssors” to him.

@1 sez, ‘Yer eawls me Pumlve-stone, do yer!" an’
1 coteheddl up a chunk o' dirt ter t'row at him, an’
den he cawls me a ‘black nlggor weneh,! an' Ise a-gwino
tor hov my satisfakshun outer hinw 118! Yas, I'I
beat him, P11 KL him, T will, eber he comes a-nigh
mo* de saftest place fur dat Ib'ritt Is hts own mudder's
doah yard!"

“0n, Rachel!® we warn, “yon mustn't do that.
4 yan will get Into tronble.  Let A gtesh attend to
the matter. Io will sag that it does not happen
again®

“ Mis' Stesh,” and her arms went akimho over her

hips, “l1se a-gwine ter tend ter fdat mysell. Ef 1
wug ter tell his mudder she'd not vieeve me, mudders
nebber does, an' what satlsfakshun wonld 1 git! Ise
ponn' ter hev saisfakshun, T s 1 hain't a-comerd
hyar ter be cawled & tlack nigger wench by nobody

an’ not by dat Ib'rite!”
Threatenings and mufterings dire did Rashel con.

tinue to utter doring all the evening, and occasionally |

her volee Would bo ralsed in a 1oud, deep “ Who-o-p" of
anger,  Out luto the yard she went, walking tack and
forth ke a dark, avenging spirlt, and finally, taking
hor lamp, she procesded up the © steors” to hier own
roomi, still breathing out threatenings, Later we
followsd, and as wo passed her door she was still
“gtawkin®® A lond scream awolie #s in the middie
of the night, showing that anger had not yet givea
place to sleep.

When eall*d in the morning—{or, by the way, Tachel
always has to bo called—she immediately again began
a pawkin’,” and pvon when assnred that the boy shoulil

teg her pardon belepe Loing allowed to do any mom

# 150 agwine ter beat him,” she elaculated, ¥ T knows
1'll hev tor pay fuc it, but 1"l beat him ef T does.”

Rachel was ou the alert for Everctt's appearance,

and we were startled by hor screaming :

« Doan’ yor came no furder. Ef yer sots yor font
| gnter dat step Ise agwine ter best yer. 'l heat
yer! I'I1 kil yer”

The head of the honse interpostd, pardon wad
begged, amnd peace, for the time being, IS pestored.

“Tha pump kept on o enekin',” and finally the pomp
mender, mejnvonator, peturned.  Hut  not
afler an albsonce of only one day—nu, indeed, he al-
lowed several to elapse pefore he reappeard.
stleking her head ont of the Ktchen window, in
true darkey fashion, ons of the many things that
Jtachel continues to persist in doing notwithstanding
remoustrancas and prohibitions, ghe calls:
% Bay yor, wWhy didn't yer come ter-morrer as yer

repalper,

sald yor woz agwine tor 1"
The man louhed In at Ttachel 3 expectorated ; looked
eapectorated ; and linally sald:

"

at tho pump:
i 1'se hyar nuw
41 krows yer'se hyar now, but what 1T want ter
wa'nt hyar afore,” salil Rachel,

yer
pink turban still vut of

Knows es why
the ehon head, with its deep
tha window,

The man expectorated. e stood & full moment
evidently In deep thought expeotorated again, and
finally sald®

“1'sn hed & grave ter dig. A Woman, she hed ter
dle, an' I hed ter dig her graven”

But Rachel was called In to attend to somn honsa-
hold duty, or ratber her fiend was, 50 the interesting
| collugny censed.  Later, however, she fonml an up
| portunity of renewing i, fur we heanl her confiding to
| Parmel :

‘ « Ff 1 dips, Parmel. dai man hain't a gwine ter dig

my grave, dats fur shore. An' of any o' my kin dies

L hain't s-gwine ter dig dar graves; 'l dig 'sm my-

! self fust, Dat man, Le axes jes’ ez dough he's mad

aené he hed ter dig dai pore woman's grave, an' she

warn't ter blame none fur dyin’. 1 doan’ s'posin’ ez

haow she wantld ter gwine ter die, but she jes' hed

rer."

Rachel wors a very troubled face the other morn-

| Ing, but she soon unbosomed hersel! of the welghty
| matter that burmened her soul,

“ Mis' Stesh,” £he sald, * dar wnz sumfin took me by
de anklus las' night an' dragged me clean across de
bied, doy did.”

= Nonsonse, Rachel® T replied, ©that couldn’t be.
You didn't see auy one, did you I

“ao, Mis' Btesh, 1 didn't see nobody, but dey wuge
dor, all ae same, I felt 'em.”

% jut, Rachel, there was no one in the houss, It
there had been, they would have done somethlng be-
sides moving you acrdss the bed.”

“ Mis' Btesh, 1 didn't say o6 how dar wuz no pusson
in de Louse, did 17 1 sald somebody moved me, an'
so dey didi tut 1 doan' Kalkerlate ‘twuz no pusson.
See hyar,” and Rachel took the carving-knife with
which to Nustrate, “1 woz I¥in' dis a-way ob de
Led, jos' so, an’ sumfin’ cotchod me by de unklus an'
moved me dat =way.”

“ vy Lad the nightmare,” 1 sald,

“ Do nightmar' ! 1 dussent know what dat 15, she
aalil.  “1'sn never heord of dat afore, but I'se hoerd o
witches: I'se done ben twle ob dem, an' dat's what I
reckons It wuz.”

“What are witehea1* 1 inquired, with a smils, “1
hope, Rachel, you don't belleve tn witehes®
“ Mis* Btesh, doan' yer bleeves in dem ™ Rachel

vory carnestly asked.

“ N, Indeed; thers are 0o such things,® 15 my om-
phatie repy.

1 hleeves dar be, Mis' Stesh.”

 Have you cver secn any "

% %o, 1 hain't neber weou dem. I doan' reekon dat
nubody eber sees dem, but 1'se done ben Tole ob dem."

% \Well, Rachel, I have nover been tuld of them, so
now you tell me ail about them.”

“1 doan' reokon mobody could do dat, an' I doan'
reckon dey would like It ef dey could.”

% Don't reckon who wonld lke It1 I gk

% Do witehes, dey moute't like It."

After much eoaxing and some bribery, Rachel salq :
I, % Witches be old fowks. T reckons no young pusson
I'ean Le a witch, Sometimes dar be men witehes, an'
| sumoiimes dar bo women witehes.  De women witches
dey bodders do men, an' do men witches dey bodders
s women, so 1 reckon 1Us & man witeh dat's Len a
boddrin’ ob me. Do witohes, dey be pussons dat
fump out ob dar skios, an’ loaves dar skins ter home,
an’ den dey hes some oraft like dat dey kin go jes’
whar dey's & min' ter. Doy n erawl under
ob de door, or t"rough de key-hole, J Jou' ma:rm
an' sumilmes dey pinches yer, an' sumtimes dey
moves yer, an' sumt dey doan’ do nawibin' bul
o' . An' ohless yer kin stop dem '|}
ML yer. y brodder-in-aw, he dun tole mo how das
his mwider wuz worelited ter death by o witeh, Dw
witeh, ho hep' accomin’ wn’ accmin' all do time, an'
some way sho conldn’t gt vid ob do witeh no way, an’
it worritied her so she Jex’ flucely took o her bed av’

toh jes’ her ! An' [ 'spocs 1'11 din
soomin' arter mo no

died.  Dat wi
m-sumummn

|

| great dismuy of 1he nele

|
|

L g Ll

“Mew Ao the wiiches managn o got back In their

ulre,

'}m‘ knows how, but dey does It. Fowks

nils dem a-settin® dar all ds samo

Arter doy's bon out all do night. 1 knows haw ter gt

rid ob dem, dough, A woman, she dun tole mo how.

"o a-gwine ter hang up & horseshoo In my ruom, or
a flour sishn,” . 7

“ What ﬁmcl will the Aour sleve do1”

“Why, do witchss eawn’t do nawthin' ter yer until
dey's ben Prough all dem lttle wire holes In do slebs
an’ by do time dey’s dun dat rlcg’n all tired out an
mawnin' lght hes eome, an' dey has ter gn.”

“ Fut, ftachel, thero are no such things as witches,”
“Thoy never tronble me.”
dey doan’', Mis' Siesh, but dat's acos

Witches doan' eber troubls
Hut Mis* Stesh, 1 doan’
dey moutn't

skins 1" T Ini
“1 doan'

to dar houses an'

163“1 tly affirm.
er's got & husband
whs dat hes got husbands,

Ek.:' I:= tawhk so much "bout dem, acos

L B LY

1 eannot refeain from tnquiring the next morning If
ihe ;‘ltrhﬂ have again visited Rachel, and sho re-
sponds :

PN My Stosh, dida’t eoma 1as' night. 1 kep’

my lght a-burnin’ all de night, an' I'se a-gwine ter

hang up & horseshoe bymeby,

Later we hear & pounding In Rachel's mom, and
rwln her door, pause to see what |s golug on.  Sho
5 driving tacks on which to hang a couple of horse-
shoes have been artistically wrapped lm tin foil.

From Ingalls' Magazine,
Coo, twitter and flutter and call !
Oh winter's away, away !
Here's & gay mottled orest, a peen
A nuhinf of wlnﬁs blus and ‘f“" -
And the robin ':um n the sprouting grass,
The swallow's aswing In the alr,
The Wuebird camls, the catbird calls,
There's meludg everywhere,
pring! hel

Igh-ho, spring!
Lifting thelr merrlost straln
They sound the sweet story how, erowned with

green glory,
Comes spring with her jubllant train,

What {5 It that smiles by the brook,
Laughs up from the sod at the gate ¥
A wind-fower bending above to look,
A daffodi] slender and straight,
There are smells of warmth and of meilowing turf,
Deliclous perfumes as we pass ;
There are siarty cyes on the dogwood bush.
And starrler eyes [n the grass.
Spring! heigh-ho, spring!
m)‘:lrhn nnds swell In the sun
e young leaves 1
on Jou are glaneing a green mist Is
The miracle-work Is heenn,

of red hreast
“*

LOUISA ALCOTL.
RECOLLECTIONS OF HER CHILDHOOD.

From The Youlhs Companion.

One of my earllest memorles 4 of playing with
books th my father's stody. '.ullril.ngpuirwugd and
bridets of tho big diettonaries, lovking at pletures,
proveinling to read, seribbilng on blank pages whon-
gver pen or pencil could be found. Many of these
flrst attempts at authorship still exist, and I ofttn
wondiy I these childish plays did not [nflusnce m
after lfe, sines books have been my greatest comfart,
ocastle-bullding a never-falllng delight, and scribbling
a very profltable amusement,

Being born on the birthday of Columbus { seem
to have something of my patron saint’s spirit of
sdventure, and running away was ono of the delights
of my childhood. Many a soclal 1lnw‘h have T shared
with hosp!table Irish beggar children, as we ate oue
erusts, cold potatoes amd salt fish on voyages of
discovery amung the ash heaps of the waste land
that then lay wher the Albany station now stands
Many an fmprompeu plenio have 1 had on the dear
old Common, with strang boys, pretty bables and
frirmidly dogs, who always secmed to feel that this
recltless young person  npeeded  Jooking after.  On

ston the town-crlee found me fast aslerp

ock st nlght, on a doorstep in Dedford-st,
with my hesd plllowsd on the eorly breast of a
big Newfoundland, who was with diffienity perstaded
to relfase the weary littls wanderer who had subbed
hersel! to sieep there, 1 often smile as 1 pass that
door, and never forgst to give s grateful pat to
every Lig dog | meel, for never have T slept more
goundly than on that doste step, nor funnd a betier
friond than the noble animal who watchtd over the
lost baby so falthfully.

My father's school waa the only one T ever went
to, and when this was hroken up because he Introduced
methods now all the fashlon, our lessons went on at
bome, for he was always sure of four little puplls
who firmly belleved In thelr teacher, though Iﬁc{
have not done him all the oredit he desorved,
never liked arithmetie or grammar, and doiged these
branches en all ocesslons; but reading, composttion,
history and geography 1 enjoyed, as well as the
starfes moad to us with a «kill which made the dullest
charming and useful.  “ Pllgrim's Progress,” Krum-
macher's © Parables,” Miss Fdgewarth, and the best of
the dear old falry tales made that hour the pleasauntest
of one day. On Sapdays we hald a slmple sorvice o
1ihle storles, hymns, aml conversation about the
statn of our Httle conselences and the conduct of our
chlldish lives whieh never will be forgotten. Needle.
worl began early, and at ten my =kilful slster made a
lnen shict Beautifally, while ar twelve I set np A8 &
doll’s dressmaker, with my slgn out, and wonderful
models In my window. Al the childeen employed
me, and my turbans w the rage at one time to the
hor'e heng, who wern hotly
hunted down. that T might tweak ont thelr downlest
feathers to adora the dolis® head-gear,

Active exerclse was my delight from the tima when
a ehild of slx 1 drove my hoop roumnd the Common
without crnplulnz. to the days when 1 did my twenty
willes tn five hours and went to a party in the evening.

1 always thought T must have been a deer of &
hwaree In some former state, because It was such n
foy to mn, N0 boy could be my fidend t11 T had
beaten him In A race, and no girl if she refused to
elimb tives, leap fences and be a tomboy. My wise
hor, anxious to glve me a strong body to support
v bratn, turned me Ioose in the eountry amd lot

wild, loarning of nature what no books can
tearh, o0l belng lod, a3 those who truly love ber
eclilom Ml to bhe

“qhrough nature up to nature's God."

1 remomber ronning over the hills just at dawn
ont summer morning, and psusging to rest in the
eilrnt woods saw, through an arch of trees, the sun
e over eiver, WL and wide groen meadows as 1
never gaw 1t before,  Something horn of the lovely
hiour heppy wood, aud the unfolding asplratlons
of n ehfld'e =oul seemed to bring me very near to
God, and I the hnsh of that morning hour 1 slways
fell that 1 * got religion® as tho phrase goes. A new
and vital gonse of His presence, tender and sustalning
a5 a fathor's wrm. eame to me then, never to change
throngh  foris years of life's vielssitudes, but to
grow stronger for the sharp diselpline of poverty and
strrow aml sueces,

e Coneond daye were the hanplest of my 1ife,
Ji 1) H arming playmates In the Httle Emersons,
in=s, Mawibornes and Goodwlns, with the flins
purents and thetr friends to ecnjoy our pranks
and share our excursions,

Plays in tha barn were a favorite amusement, and
we dramatized the falry tales tn gieat style,

Peopln wondeced at our frolles, but EI?U}'M thom,
and droll storles are still told of the adventures of
those days. Mr. Emerson and Margaret Fullsr wers
visiting my parents one aflernoc antdd the ponversa-
tion having turned to the eve eresting subject of
educntion, Miss ulloer safd:

“well, Mr. Alenit, you have besn abls to earry out
your methsds in your own family and 1 should Uke to
gee your model ehildren”

§ho did in o few moments, for as the gests stood
nn the door steps a wild uproar approached and round
the corper of the house eame a Wheel-barrow holdin
baby May arrased as s queen: 1 was the horse, bittoc
and hridled and driven by my elder slster Anna, while
Lizzle played dog and barked as lowd as her gentle
vojce periciited. All were shouting and wild with
fun, whick, however, came to a sudden enfl as wo
pled the stately group beforo us, for my foot trip
anid down we all went In a laughing hrnP. whilo
wmy mether put a clmex to the Jokoe by saying with
a dramatie wave of her hand:

v Heps are the madel ehtldren, Miss Fuller®

My sentimental period began at fifteen when I fell
tn writing romanees, poems, & “heart Journal,” and
arsaming dreams of a <plondid future,  Drowsing over
Mr. Emerson's Mhrary, 1 found Goethe’s “Correspond-
epen  With a  Child"  amd  was at onee
fieeal with a desim to be a second Bettine
making my father's feond my Goethe, so 1 wrots
tettors to him, but was wise enough never to send them,
teft wild flowers on the door-steps of my ~ Master,” sung
Mignon's song in very bad terman nndor his window,
and was fond of wandering by mounlight, or sitting In
4 eherey-tree af midutght HIl the aWls seared ma to bed,
The girlish folly did not last lung, and the Ietters wors
burnt years ago, but Goethe Is st my favorite anthor,
and Emerson remained my baloved © Master® while he
Hived, dolug more for ine, a4 for many apother young
sonl, than ha ever knaw, by the simple boanty of his
1, the truth and wisdom of his hooks, the example of
u good great man |||1h~ni{\lelt and unspoiled by the
world wideh ho made noblee while In It, and left the
richer when he left,

The trials of Ufe bagan aboot this time, and my

happy ehildhood ended.  Money Is never plontiful in o
ph viopher's house, and even the: maternal lienn
could not supply all one wants on the small incoms
which was (reely shared with every peely sonl who
psked for help.  Fuzitiva slaves wern shelterod uoder
pur rial, and my first popll was a very black George
Waehington, whoum I taught to wilte un the hearth with
charcoal, his bg fingess fAndipg pen and pencll un-
managnable.  Motherless girls, seaking protection, wers
guarded among us; hungry travellars sent on to our
door to b fed and warmed, and if the philosopher hap-
wned L0 OWH 1wo coals the best went to & nesdy
wother, for theso wers practical Christians who had the
most perteet fallh in Providence, and never found |t
belrayed.

¥
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RATHER TOO APPROPRIATE,

From The Minneapolis Jonrnal.

The rongrezation fn Dr. Woodbury's chureh had
a onket Jwigh  gesterday  morning  over n ltile
accidental incklent that came veory near giving the
fu.urnr the repuratton of ‘s humorist, Subseriptions
aave lately boen taten at the morning servicos for
varlous prrpuses, and yesterday was no exception,
After a few  moments  thns dévoted to  material
futeresis, I'r. Weadimry called the deacons to bring
thetr colleetlons forward and all yespond®d but one,
fitm Dr. Woodbinry overlonked, and wont on to open
his bivle.  Just as the late deacon slipped up t
hul& his mltrcriml:d 1;: the pastor, the reveren
entlman announc Is
ful.l g text, looking the deacun

“What hast thon in thine hand 1"

The audience caught on and laughed out loud

e Bt il
THAT NEW-ENGLAND OLIMATE.
From The Doston Post.
1 have hag an amnsing [Musteation el
wvagaries of olr New-England climate. IJ:‘“ zﬂrlflmr
ance of missvame on from Washlngron about a month
ago, When tho weather was chilly here, and fortunately
n

ronght his overcoat with hi
viﬂ'f very warm walthal'hur.ln h:l&nu@ub: 2’?10
g.m‘ askad mo wh‘x 1 waa taking my onmu!:\ouq‘
ut 1 told her that [ knew what &umn woather
Yostorday | encountered the same man again, but t
time oven his imagination and knowledge had Nh:
short of & New-En d spring.  He had no overcoat,

and a8 ho skivered [n tho east wi

when he Jefl Washingron the day 'Inui?nr:. ll‘:?li‘hcml::“
13:1 uu.;;t‘d :.tII nﬁi;.‘ lll :uv“mn hh::I to buy a ready-m
nister ol opee, but with t Kloss-
sk 08 10 the clomonts which e

charactorizos the [nlisbj 1 have often noticed
W hear
has fallen

e T R
shape of pueumonia or sume W

n i

IMPORTATIONS IN BOND—fyy protustfis IN THE
GALLERIES—ART NEWPgLapWHERE

Tho recent decision at Waklington rogerding the
fmportation of pletures in bond ‘g Jikely to interfere
materially with plana for an “ Uyrtation | b‘ﬁﬁ
campalgn next year. The point of fhe rulingdds,
if any pleturo thus imported s sold, the 1 dafy
must he paid, not only wpon thls phet also
upon all which have been brought in by the firs
making the l:in. The feeling among ;m;rp deoalers
I8 so strong that attempts to ovade tim MW In any
way are not lkely to pass unnotiesd THO only
method of evaslon’ which smms possihée is one already
tamiliar, and that 15 a verbil agreement with a buyer,
the return of the pletare W Franee, and s rosBip-
ment to this eountry, whet the full duty would be
pald. It might be & dificgk matter to securo proof
that the plcture had been efered for sale, but the
doalers will b on the alorf, as long as thelr oWn

Iuterests are con ’
“As ‘The Tribune has alfewdy pomted ont, It
was the formatlon of & new *art assoction® of
muech strength whieh lod 1o the recont penawal of
action by the dealers. This “assoclaiton® 19 nnder
#tood to be practically (dentical with the Now-York
branch of the firm of Boussod Valadon & Co., of Parls,
the successors of Goupll & Co. In that elty. This 1§
a largo house, eommonly credited with abundant -
sources, and It Is not surpdsing that the plan dof
wholesale “ {mportations In sond” disquieted the
dealers. A private letter ‘fom Paris describey 8

| yepresentatiye of the firm as announcing that ¥al

lerfes would be engaged In the ehief Amerioan Ares:
and that the plctures Imported would be exdibited
throughout the country. Unless this enterprise [s
due to philanthrople motives, the dealers sro lkely
to be heard from agaln next year. !

The sward of the medals at the “Prize Fund®
exhibition last week proved to Ln s recogniifon of
“home talent,” No medal was given to the Amerl
ean artists {dent abroad, but perhaps it Is as well
not to press ecomparfsons betwedn somo of the work
from Pads and the pleturss selecied. Mr. R. 8.
Gifford, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Chambers amd a fow others
exhibit work which eertalnly deserves recognition,
but the artists contributing to the exhibition have
formally recorded thelr opinlog that the pleturss of
Messrs, C. W, Eaton, J. €. Nleoll and Percy Moran
were superfor to tho other pletures, and that the
figure by Mr. Dallin ®as better than any other
example of sculpture. The pleture by Mr. Eaton
s a landscape of thé placld and pastoral order,
presenting a eketeh of green and graylsh brown
meadow on the left and a group of huge trees on the
right underncath & sky well nigh coversd with heavy
clouds.  ‘There Is no spectal charm of eolor or atmos-
pherie effect, but the pleture Is an example of very
ecareful, falthful work In the objective manner, Mr.
Porcy Moran’s painting of a girl In black, with the
usual “effects” of costume and accessorles, Is a clover
plece of work In its way, but the photographie effect
Is marked, the figure lfeless, and the flesh tones have
a yellowish tings. Mr, Nicoll’s marine can be found
by visitors In the first of the smaller gallerles, and
Mr. Dallin’s erude Indian has been notleed already.

A large portrait of the late Chief Justico Is exhibited
In the gallery of Messrs, Knoedler & Co.  Judgr Walte
s represented as sitting in a large arm ehalr, elad In
the long black robes of his office, and faclng the oh-
gerver. s hands, which are flrmly modelled, rest
upon the srms of the chalr. The coloring of the face
Is foreed, but the effect 18 partly dus to the unduly em-
phatie white of the linen. Thoe artist, Mr. B, F.
Peixotto, has accomplished pothing of distinetion In the
management of color or the expression of texture, hut
the pieturs 15 pronounced a satisfactory lkeness. A
full-length portralt, by Me, F. In Millet, 15 shown In
another, a pleturs of a young lady In evening
dress, against a background of rather trying pinkish
tones, Thore I8 much exeellent work, but perhaps it
Is Mr. Millet's devotlon to detall palnting, which pro-
duces some feeling of labor and constralnt.

Thers are two interssting American pletures in the
Knoedler gallery, both of which, If we are not mis-
taken, wors sant to the Centonnful Exhibition.  Oune s
a marvellonsly elaborate study of a forest glade, with
a little waterfall, mossy rocks, and tall trees all about,
which was painted by Mr. W. T. Richards, In 1808,
Instead of the generalization affected by most palnters
of the day, thers I8 & pre-Raphaellto fidelity, or, It
might almost be sald, a “Chlpese exaciness.” Tho
wrinkles In the bark of the trees, the leaves on each
branch, the moss on the rocks, and even the blades of
grass have been recordad patiently and falthfully.
This objective photography of detalls |s not a kind of
art which finds favor at present, although Mr. Kluth
has contributed some excellont examples to our recént
exhibltions.  Mr. Rlehards may not have paintad this
forest inteelor in the best way, We certalnly hold that
he did not, for he presents only & cold lmpersonal
record, but it must ba acknowledged that his plcture Is
a remarkable work, judged by the standard which the
artist proposed to himself. The other pletnre, entitled
u Moonrise and Bunset,” Is by Mr. M. F. IL. De Hass.
It Is a large palnting of waves washing upon a leden
of rocks, the foam llumined by the light from the
sotting sun.  This Is a foreible presentation of a subjeet
charncteristle of our New-England coast, and the plet-
ure may be aceannted, with good reason, one of the
best works of the artlst.

Delueprolx's % Selznm of Rebocena,” which wes pur.
chassd by Mr, Rolaud Knoedler at the Goldsehmide
sale,  represonts onn of the many subjects
which Delacrolx took from lterature arul trexted ltke
an artlst, never ke a reconteur. Every one Knows
the fondness of Engilsh artists of the day for subjects
which are eseentially lterary, which imply elaborate
storles and require explanation,  Although the genins
of Dolacrolx allied him more elogely to Byron than
to Ecott, the latter's romanticism was sufflelently vivid
to Invite the painter. Explanatlon may be interest-
Ing in eopnectlon with many of Delacrolx’s pletures
but it 1s rarely necessary. In the case of the * Lie-
becea” It Is seen ot & glance that the thems 15 &
modineval atduction, The palnter has sei forth the
brutal haste of the Moorish slaves, the helplessness
of thelr falnting vietim, the ardor of the knight in-
troduced as spurring to the reseus. The drama ex-
plains lisolf, The catalogue description tells the

familiar story of the novel with a
glight  varlatlon; “Rebecea taken  awsy by
the order of the Templar, Bols-Gallbert, In the

midst of the sacking of the eastle of Front de Boeuf, is
already In the hands of the two Afrlcan slaves charged
with conducting her far from the scens of eombat.
The ravishers are preparing to fly, while on the right
a cavaller at full speed dashes toward them. In the
background the high walls of the castle appear in the
midst of flames and smoke.”

Among the many eurlositins of magazine {llustra-
tlon thero has been pothing of late mord curious
than one of the desdgns atcompanying an
article upon salmon flshing In  the May number
of “Seribner’s Magazine.” The artist, Mr. Frost, Is
usually competent to deal with all manner of out-
door sports, but his ldes of the way In which salmon
are gaffed Is extraordinary, He deplets a canocman
waving a twenty-pound salinon about his hoad.  Mean-
time the salmon defies the law of gravitatiun and re-
mains attachod to the barbless hook of the gaf, a fact
almost gs extraomdinary as the boatmub's., strepgth.
The actual action in gaffing at the water's eldgo Is not
unlike & swift blow with & hoe, followed by u rapid
“scoop” np on the heach, . In another drawing Mr.
Frost is not to be blamed, but the title of the ploture
yefers to the “ tense straln” ‘upon the rod, when as a
matter of fact the pleture shows the ono time When
the line s slack and the rod bears no straln whatéver.

The encr ts of applied photography upen
the field formerly oocupled by the wood engravers
has oceasloned much speculation as to the future of
the engraver's art. Its extinction has been pre-
dieted, and It 15 clear that tne far groater economy of
photographle work 14 a serfous menace to the exist-
eico of (lusteative wood engraving Jt 5 urged
that no process can supersade the artist's [nstinel, as
shown, for example, In thé'expreselon of exact value
and the rendering of dellcate half tones, but it 15 not
easy to set s lmit to the possibilities of applied
photography.,  Some of the engravers themsclves
ukmgl..?]m that thelr art, If it irel;a‘utln.mm to exist,
must be practised under changed conditlons, One
probabla change Is in the dire¢tlon of more  Inde
pendent work by the engraver. That Is, the en-
ginver 15 lkely to addreds himsalf diesctly to the
rubllu. sxecuting and publlshing spocinl worlk, like
ho etehers, and secking recognition gf bls own M-
dividuelity, Mr, Elbridge Kingsley b ready on-
med soveral bloeks for separate publication and Mr.

k Prench has done something In direction.
There {8 s more recent example In A s
ongraviug after the beautiful Daubigny, * of n
Pond, Summer Afterngon,” cer
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London five pi
Agnew pald about

ctures hronght nearly #105,000, Mn,
10,000 for Rosa Bonheur's * Den<
tzons of the Highlands,” a plcture 37 by 39 Inches
representiog o hend of wild eattle, with a st skm
above the mountains, *Eir Edwin Landsoer’s = Brass
mar,” a painting of a stag and hinds and a white hare
sliting up near by, was soll to Mr. Agnew for aboud
205,000, The slze of this pleturs s elaht f:-_et. eleven
fnehes by eight feet three Inehes.  Millals’s = Norths
west Passage,” paluted In 1874 and popularized ke
the other pletntes through roproductions, was snld
to Mp, Agnew for 21,000, it s sald that Mr. Dolos
kow pald about #256,000. The size 1§ five foot tery
inehies, by seven feet four Inches.  The * Anclend
Tomhbs and Dwelllngs In Lycia,” painted in 1844 hz-,
Professor Wilkelm Muller, was sold to a Mr. Vokins,
for abont $20,000. The dimensions of the plcture
aro three feot four inches by six feet five.  Less than
as bid for Rosa Bonheur's “ Deer Crossing
he Long Rocks In the Fontainebleaw

10,000 W
the Summit of 1

Forest.” The picture, which Is four feet six by
tonn foot six, is known to have cost Mr. Bolos
kow & very laggo snm and 1t s supposed to
have heen bid o, Theso fiye plotures averaged

over 20,000 esch and the average of the whild
cotleetion of sevenfy-one paintings was over 5,000
each, The total amount reallzed from the sale wag
about 2357000, “Thls* says “ The London limes®
“asiands as the highest on reeqrd, heating the gread
sale of the old masters, ehlsfly of the Duteh and Flems
1sh schools In the Bredel colleetion of thirty-seven
letures In 1875, which came to about $102,000,
n justice to the old Duteh painters, however, It mus
be sald that their thirty works alone n the Bred
ave a higher average than has now been reached by
the moderns, and still mors It must not be forgotten
that the sixteen pletures of the Clewer Manor colloed
tlon sold in 1378 at Christle’s, all Duteh and Flemishi
exeept one by Greaze, mads a total of about £172,000,
conslderably over 10,000 average.”
The avernge price, ahout £3,000, at tha Rolekom
sale exceods the average at the recent :-‘lpn)nu-nﬂ
sale, which was $4,170. At the Morgan sale 249
pletures  brought  #585.300, and the averaga
price was ®1,055. On the last night of the Morgan
snln elghty pletures averaged £5,000. AL the Sensy sula
gr3 pletures brought 406,000, a comparatively low,
average, and at th Johneon sale In 1576 the average
for the olls was only #1,712. The average at ihe
Holekow sale also exceeds the average at the Laurents
Rickards sale in Paris where 112 palntings were sold
for £211,200, and at the Wilson sals where 110 plos
tures brought #4046,500, It will be noticed, however,
that the ht[zhw: prices patd at the Bolekow sale fe
far helow those pald Lerm for Breton's “ Communis
:-alursi:'“ltuu HBopheur's “ Horse Falr® and Molssouler's
4 180T,
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WHOAT SHALL BE PUT IN THE GAR-
DEN?

A WIDE CHOICE OF BRIGHT BLOSSOMS,

HINTS FOR THOSE OF MODEST MEANS WHO LIKH
TO BEAUTIFY THEIR OWN GROUNDS, '
About this time of year the man who lves in tha
Jbirbs aod has been wading sl winter througle
snow and slush to his tralns; -€nvying “the oltys
dweller with his elean sidfwalkis and wealth of streed
cars, begins to brug of the charms of rural
lite wnd lay out his lawn and vegetahle pateh, thinks
ing with contempl of the tiny back ywraz, walled
In with brick and mortar, that some New.Yorkerd
cultivato with palhotle care and dignify with tha
name of garden, Hoeve, under a fapplug net-wori of
cluthesline and weekly wash, frowned on by chbmneyd
and lightly regarded by the tom-cais of the bloclk,
ltile patchies of grass, blossomlng shrubs, elimbiog
vines, gay flowors asud cecasiunally a treo of fale
proportions laml a “taste” of pature to the contre o
the blucks of bouses whose grim fronis glve no hind
t peups on the strects of tho square of fragrance
and verdBre that often 1s concealed behind.
Many pretty gardens too, are perched. away upon
the roofs of the houses whers they ame seldum or nevos
seen, save by thelr owners, and then agaln gardening
in New-York is being more and more noglected by the
rich, who leave the town carly In the season for thele
countiy-scals and Lide the oniy plants they cultls
L vate in town In their greenhouscs. Iiut whethen
In town or eountry, long before this time of year (he
ground hkas been carefully worked over and tha
gquestion of *what shall wo put In the gardeni®
has been  eapgorly disenssed and  decided upon.
Most people have bulbs, ruots and plants on hand
from last year and only need provide anew the stock
of annuals they Intend to cultivate.  With these, the
first thing to be t zht abont, after the soll Is preq
parsd, Is the lawn. If tho grass has becume thing
or worn out In patches. % |5 well to go over the brown
spots with a steol rake, and sow a handfol of grasa
sead on each, rolling it In with rhe lawn-roller, while
the sod 1% still soft with the Arst thawing of spring.
FAVORITES AMONG THE ANNUALS.
Next in order comcs the sowing of the seed of
the hardier anouals.  These are invaluable In evers
garden, as some of the beightest and prettlest flowers
are In their class, They am nearly all easily cultivated
and cheap. Some of the favorites are the petunis, which
Iikes & shady place (n the garden and a rich sofl ; tha
aster, which If planted in May will blossom all tha
fall when other b'ooms have faded; the dalnty
candytuft, which flowers during the entire sesasonj
the balsam, so effective as an ornament to the dinnag
talle: Chiness pinks and Engllsh popples, unsur
passed for brilliant tiots; the modest mignonette,
which ean be sown at any season, and If planted wosll
after woek will insure a suceesslon of the fragranl
fMower-stems ; and phlox, an old stand-by In the gars
dens of vur grandwothers Lard to beat for showiness
and efloet,
Pansles and verbenas are not so hardy as the fore-
golpg and are more Aifleult of enlinre, requiring better
soll and wore frequent watering, but will amply repay
the care, If succcssful, The stock family s well o
il loged for prettiness and general adaptability to the
ordinary flower garden.  The pumber and variety of
Freoping vines 1s legion, the wisterls, porbaps, being
at the head for the beauty of (ts blooms, but hard
pressod by many others in 4ho general estimation.
The well-known morning-glory never gols out of
feshion and will cover & given amount of trellis worl
in almost as short a time as any other. There are
several varieties of Southorn gourds, however, that
onn beat It in this Alpection.  Sweet peas scldom g0
out of favor, thelr fragrance and beauty belng always
welcomod.  Climbing roses are  numerous, ]
they require years of caro and culture to attaln per<
fection, No complota list of thees cheap, brillian,
and hardy plants could, of course, bo given la the
space avallablo hore,
HAVING MORE MONDTY TIHAN PATIENCE
There are few New-Yorkers, however, who bave
patience to cultivatn all their flowers from the seod
up.  They prefer to rely upon the florist for & supply
of full grown plants, generally furnished in full bloom.
Many florists will et out the ontire garden with sueki
plants and contract to replace them With others
fast a8 the blossoms fade, so that the

‘but of course at some expense.




